ISSN 2219-8741. [lepxaBa Ta perioHu

UDC 007:304:659.3+305+82-9+82.09

DOI 10.32840/cpu2219-8741/2023.4(56).12
O. Ryzhko

doctor of social communications, associate professor

chair professor of the department of publishing and editing
e-mail: olena.ryzhko@knu.ua, ORCID: 0000-0003-4478-214X
Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv

Volodymyrska st., 60, Kyiv, Ukraine, 01033

THE SUBJECT OF QUEER COMMUNITY IN TEENAGE BOOKS:
UKRAINIAN DISCOURSE

The purpose of the study is to find out the specifics of the perception of the LGBTQ(IA+) community
in books for Ukrainian adolescents.

Research methodology. A survey was used to identify the respondents’ opinions on the topic.
A number of assumptions were made. In particular: 1) such literature will be more interesting to young
people; 2) respondents will believe that this topic should be presented in teenage literature because the
world in general and Ukrainian society in particular are multifaceted and diverse, so it is normal to hear
all voices; 3) realistic prose and genre publications will compete for readers’ attention; 4) such books
will be in demand if they are primarily about an interesting story. Accordingly, our task was to verify
these assumptions. Based on this, we created a questionnaire of 7 questions: 2 open-ended questions
and 5 with possible answers (+ «other» option). The « Teenage Books on an Important Topic» survey
was conducted on November 10—-13, 2023, using the snowball method with the help of Google Forms.
A total of 145 respondents were interviewed. To process the information received, the following methods
of generalization and analysis of information were used: systematization, grouping, qualitative (text
analysis, classification) and quantitative (digital data) methods of data interpretation. The results are
presented as a detailed verbal description.

Results. It was found that the vast majority of respondents are young people living in large cities.
96.6% of respondents believe that the topic of the LGBTQ(IA+) community should be represented
(including a balanced representation) in Ukrainian teen literature. 3.4% of respondents believe that it
should not be represented. According to the key messages, the following groups can be distinguished
from the category «should be represented» because it: 1: 1) promotes awareness of adolescents about
the topic of the queer community, overcoming prejudice and stigma; 2) helps to understand that the
orientation of people who are part of the queer community is a variant of the norm, and it is the norm
that should be accepted by all members of society; 3) promotes the development of a culture of
tolerance, gender equality, self-awareness, and self-acceptance by any member of society; 4) promotes
cultural identification and representation of adolescents belonging to the queer community; 5) makes it
clear that literature should cover all aspects of life; 6) is a reality for many adolescents; 7) because the
niche needs to be filled. The arguments that the topic «should not be represented» include personal
rejection; stereotypical understanding of the «usefulness of literature/art»; misunderstanding of the role
of cultural identification; and the traditional accusation of the threat to the institution of the «traditional»
family.

Only 55 respondents were able to name certain works from this segment by 27 foreign and
8 Ukrainian authors, and there is no distinction between books by age categories. On the Ukrainian
book market, publications on the topic are represented by two genres: science fiction and fantasy and
realistic prose. Annotations to publications containing elements of queer culture rarely mention this.
Indirect and disguised/metaphorical/allusive references dominate.

Almost all respondents are ready to buy books that cover the topic of queer culture, among other
topics. However, 4% of respondents would not buy or read such books under any circumstances. Thus,
the results confirm all our assumptions.

It should also be noted that the Ukrainian book market is dominated by translated editions. In
addition, we can assume that for Ukrainian authors and publishers (in order to avoid being judged), the
best way to present the topic of the LGBTQ(IA+) community in books for Ukrainian adolescents would
be to present it through well-written and published interesting/important stories in which characters
belonging to the queer community act on an equal basis with all other characters and this is justified and
is the norm.

Novelty. This is the first niche audience study of the perception of the specifics of the representation
of the LGBTQ(IA+) community in books for Ukrainian adolescents.
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Practical importance. The obtained results can be used in the process of forming publishing
portfolios of Ukrainian publishing houses; promoting reading; teaching disciplines related to teenage
literature, in particular, the author will include the data obtained in the content of the author’s course
«Fiction Text from A to Z» and the module «Teenage Literature» for students majoring in 061
«Journalism» (curriculum «Publishing and Media Editing», «Media Production», «Journalism and Social
Communication», «Advertising and Public Relations»).

Key words: LGBTQ(IA+), queer community, queer history, queer culture, reading, teenage
literature.

l. Introduction

The interest in the topic is due to a number of objective and subjective factors. Objective factors
include the tendency to increase the visibility of representatives of the LGBTQ(IA+) community in
Ukrainian society, which manifests itself at various levels.

1. On the legislative level, deputy Inna Sovsun initiated the development and submission to the
parliament in March 2023 of draft law No. 9103 «On the Institute of Registered Partnerships» [7].
Regarding the prospects for the adoption of such a law in Ukraine, the deputy herself has an optimistic
vision in the long term, because: 1) «there are people who speak openly about it»; 2) many Ukrainian
businesses supported the events of Pride Month (June 2023); 3) positive reaction of some journalists
and the media in general; 4) the existence of «a decision of the European Court of Human Rights [11],
which says that Ukraine is obliged to adopt a law on registration of same-sex relationships in some
format» [12]. Also, the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine, acting on the instructions of the government, is
developing a draft Law of Ukraine «On Civil Partnership» [12].

2. On the sociological level, polls show that attitudes toward representatives of the queer community
in Ukraine are improving. In particular, according to a study by the Rating Group, «one in three people
allows the legalization of same-sex marriage (37% — it can be allowed, 22% — have not decided, 42% —
are against it, and 33% are categorically against it)» [9]. The same trend is also revealed by the study
of the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology (KIIS) «Perception of LGBT people and their rights in
Ukraine»: «In Ukraine, there is still a fairly significant share of those who have a negative attitude
towards LGBT people — 34% (it should be noted that some respondents could hide their negative
attitude). However, over the past year, the share of such people has decreased from 38% to 34%. At
the same time, there has been an increase from 13% to 15.5% of those who have a positive attitude. It
is important to note that the total number of those who have a positive or indifferent attitude is 61%, i.e.,
the majority of the country’s population (although the indifferent attitude prevails — 45%) (in 2022, 58%
had a positive or indifferent attitude)» [10]. Here, among other things, it should be noted that well-
thought-out, non-intrusive cultural and educational information among those who are indifferent can
contribute to the growth of positive attitudes towards members of the queer community.

3. On the sectoral level: for example, we can talk about cinema. Specifically, in 2023, Sunny Bunny,
which started as one of the programs of the Kyiv International Film Festival «Molodist», turned into the
first Ukrainian LGBTQ+ festival, which presented more than 60 films ranging from «portrait
documentaries («Looking for Agnes», «Love, Highsmith») to crazy utopian musicals («Traveling Lights»,
«Neptune Frost»)» [8].

Or about publishing. For example, «Laboratoria» Publishing House has had a super-successful pre-
sale of Francesca Flores’ dark fantasy «The Witch and the Vampire». This is «a new interpretation of
the Rapunzel fairy tale with elements of queer culture» [6]. According to the founder of the publishing
house, Anton Martynov, the pre-sale exceeded their expectations: the book is among the top 3 sales of
the publishing house in November.

The niche publishing house «Vydavnytstvo» has announced the release of the first Ukrainian queer
story for adolescents, «Almost Good Guys» by Dar’ia Chaika. The author frankly and deliberately
demonstrates her own position: «Ukrainian queer literature deserves to be on the first shelves of
bookstores, and the LGBTIQ+ community must have basic human rights. And if it takes 100 queer books
to make people finally stop perceiving homosexual orientation as something dirty and unnatural and
stop being homophobic, I'm ready to write it» [15]. A fragment of the first chapter of the story is available
for review on the «Arkush» platform [16]. By the way, it is the «Vydavnytstvo», whose brand codes are
«Exceptional Topics. Exceptional Books», publishes the graphic novel « When the Heart Stops» by Alice
Osman (two seasons of the series based on this novel with professional Ukrainian dubbing are available
on Netflix, but we will talk about teenage series in another article). It is also worth noting that this year,
«Vydavnytstvo» won the KyivPride Awards 2023, receiving the «Friendly Business» award [2].

Subjective factors include:

1. Our position, which is to spread the belief that basic human rights should be respected regardless
of sex, gender, race, nationality, support for any religion or not supporting any religion, etc.

2. Supporting the formation of a trend to fill the niche of teenage literature, which in one way or
another concerns the queer community, with quality works by Ukrainian authors (not only translated
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ones) that will become visible and acceptable to both ordinary and professional (publishers, literary
critics, journalists, book bloggers) readers. After all, we support the position of the writer Oksana
Lushchevska, who, following the researcher Rudine Sims Bishop, emphasizes the fundamental
importance of the function of «a book as a mirror» [4, 136]. And although the writer is talking about
children’s literature, her words are just as valid for teenage literature: «Due to the dominance of
translated children’s literature, our children, while reading, do not see themselves in their country, in the
environment in which they live. They associate themselves with characters from other societies and
cultures, do not feel like active agents, but only passive consumers. Children also do not notice our own
diversity and are left alone in their socio-cultural problems and joys. Most importantly, through literature,
they do not see themselves as components of the Ukrainian nation, do not see themselves and their
place on the cultural and economic maps of the world» [4, 136].

3. The desire to inspire a tolerant and reasoned discourse (as opposed to the typical homophobic
waves of hate on social media that usually accompany events in any format that touch the lives of
representatives of the queer community) about the optimal representation of these topics in
contemporary Ukrainian literature for teenagers.

In this context, the idea of a niche classroom study on the perception of the specifics of the
representation of the LGBTQ(IA+) community in books for Ukrainian adolescents is natural.

Il. Problem statement and research methods

The purpose of the study is to find out the specifics of the perception of the LGBTQ (IA+) community
in books for Ukrainian adolescents.

We made a number of assumptions. In particular:

1) such literature will be more interesting to young people; after all, this correlates with the results of
the above-mentioned KIIS sociological survey: «first of all, younger, more educated and wealthier
respondents have a better attitude towards LGBT people» [10];

2) respondents believe that this topic should be represented in teenage literature because the world
in general and Ukrainian society in particular are multifaceted and diverse, and it is normal to hear all
voices;

3) realistic prose and genre books will compete for readers’ attention;

4) such books will be in demand if they are primarily about an interesting story.

Accordingly, the task was to test these assumptions during the planned survey. Based on this, we
created a questionnaire with 7 questions: 2 open-ended and 5 with possible answers (+ «other» option).
The Teenage Books on an Important Topic survey was conducted on November 10-13, 2023, using the
snowball method with the help of Google Forms. A total of 145 respondents were interviewed. To
process the information received, the following methods of generalization and analysis of information
were used: systematization, grouping, qualitative (text analysis, classification) and quantitative (digital
data) methods of data interpretation. The results are presented as a detailed verbal description.

lll. Results

Two identification questions revealed that the vast majority of respondents were young people. The
respondents mostly live in large cities. See Table 1.

Table 1
Identification data
Categories %
Age 11-13 years old 0.7
14-17 years old 4.8
18-25 years old 71.7
26-35 years old 13.1
36-55 years old 9.0
56+ 0.7
Place of residence village 3.4
a city with a population of up to 50 76
thousand people )
a city with a population of 51-100 55
thousand people )
a city with a population of 101-500
11.0
thousand people
a city with a population of over 500
724
thousand people

The third question concerned the importance of presenting the stated topic in the literature for
Ukrainian adolescents (see Figure 1).
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Do you think that the topic of the LGBTQ(lA+) community should be represented
in contemporary literature for teenagers (Ukrainian and translated)?

@® Yes
@ MNo
It is probably not possible to ignore this
@ Depends on people’s perception
@ 50750, it should be, but in moderation
@ Inthe 16+ category
@ Both for teenagers and adults
@ If someone wants to write about it...

1Y

Figure 1. The need for representation of the topic in teenage literature

84.8% of respondents answered «yes». 4.8% chose «no». 10.4% chose the «other» option and, in
fact, showed their own attitude to such literature. However, if we consider the stated positions, these
are answers from the categories:

1) «It is necessary to cover it, but taking into account age-specific features.» «lt is probably not
possible and even pointless to ignore this topic, but its coverage should be approached very carefully
and neutrally, because this is literature for adolescents, for people who have not yet formed»; «In the
16+ category»; «It depends on the presentation, children should perceive the real facts, not how
community activists present it, playing on feelings»; «Works on this special topic and with «non-
traditional» characters are needed, why not? But, despite the fact that it is in adolescence that puberty
and the first sexual attraction occur, such literature should be rated 18+. According to the principle “Do
no harm”»; «For both teenagers and adults»;

2) «to cover, but to keep a balance and sense of proportion» (after all, just like in life): «<Depends on
the perception»; «50/50, it should be, but in moderationy»; «For reference»; «Perhaps as a fact, not
propaganda»; «Depends on the contexty;

3) «to cover, but it is not the topic that should dominate, but the quality of the story»: «If someone
wants to write about it and it has a reader, then yes. The main thing is that the story should not only
have LGBTQ(IA+) people in it, but also an interesting plot...»;

4) neutral attitude: «l am neutral about this. People choose whom they love. But | prefer books where
heterosexuality prevails»; «Neutral»;

5) Indifferent attitude: «To be honest, | have never thought about it. But if so, why not»;

6) with restrictions: «It should be presented, but not in such a way that this topic is the main one in
the book or these characters play the main roles.»

In fact, the majority of those who chose the «other» option also supported the need for literature on
the stated topic.

The fourth question is a reasonable one about the presence/absence of the topic in the literature for
adolescents: «Why do you think the topic of the LGBTQ(IA+) community should (or should not) be
represented in Ukrainian teenage literature?» This is an open-ended question, in which respondents
provide their own arguments for and against. The length of the article does not allow us to present 145
answers in detail, but we can group them by highlighting: 1) the respondent’s position; 2) key messages,
and citing the most typical statements.

According to the respondent’s position, 96.6% of respondents believe that the topic of the LGBTQ
(IA+) community should be represented (including a balanced representation) in Ukrainian teenage
literature. 3.4% of respondents believe that it should not be represented.

According to the key messages, the following groups can be distinguished from the category
«should be represented» because it is:

1) promotes awareness of adolescents about the queer community, overcoming prejudice and
stigma — 31.0%; «Because LGBTQ+ people are the same people who are among this very adolescent
audience. The representation of the LGBTQ+ community will help adolescents become less prejudiced
and not look at LGBTQ+ people as «<something» they have never seen or heard of before and now don't
know how to behave. Just as importantly, such literature can help LGBTQ+ adolescents themselves go
through a period of self-acceptance and awareness of their still non-traditional orientation for our society,
not to feel like white crows and finally read a story «about themselves» or at least one that describes
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feelings close to those of these adolescents. Such literature can become this place of comfort and
acceptance for LGBTQ+ adolescents (if they don’t have it in their lives or don’t have enough of it) and
make them realize that even if you are feeling fear, rejection or pain right now, you are not the only one
going through this and it won’t always be like this.»

2) helps to understand that the orientation of people belonging to the queer community is a variant
of the norm, and it is the norm that all members of society should perceive it as — 25.5%; here is an
example of one of the answers, which contains several arguments, but each of them is based on the
concept of «<norm» and «normalization»: «In my opinion, the topic of the LGBTQ(IA+) community should
be present in Ukrainian teenage literature for several reasons. First of all, because it is simply
normal.Fortunately, although marriage is not legalized in our country, there is no persecution and no
policy of extermination. And since literature, including teenage literature, like any other art, comprehends
reality, why not? It is also, of course, a representation of the community’s experience, openness,
education of society, normalization of queer relations in Ukrainian society, and so on. Given the century
in which we live, it is quite normal and even necessary to teach younger generations to respect each
other and to embrace diversity. We need to move away from all the toxic and destructive things that
have been imposed over generations».

3) ensures the development of a culture of tolerance, gender equality, self-awareness and
acceptance by any member of society — 14.5%;

4) promotes cultural identification and representation of adolescents belonging to the queer
community — 6.9%; «Because Igbt adolescents have the right to literature about themselves. | am a
lesbian myself and | can say with certainty that only the representation of people who look like me in
pop culture and culture in general helped me to accept myself fully and completely, to avoid thinking
that | should not exist in this world. Luckily, | studied English quite actively, so it was the English-
language information space that gave me this representation. Those who are less fortunate in learning
languages may not get this validation of their own feelings...»

5) gives an understanding that literature should cover all aspects of life — 6.2%; «it would be strange
to pretend that this does not exist»;

6) a reality for many adolescents — 5.5%; «lt [such literature — our clarification, O. R.] should be
represented, because sexual minorities are also among adolescents, and they also want to empathize
with the characters and associate themselves with themy.

7) because the niche needs to be filled — 3.4%.

In addition, 3.4% of respondents believe that the topic should be presented, but in a balanced
way: «This topic is now being popularized in cinema, and in my opinion, people have the right to talk
about it, but there is too much of it now and sometimes it is unnecessary».

Similarly, 3.4% of respondents believe that the topic «should not be presented,» citing the following
arguments: «Modernity is good, but there should be certain frameworks and boundaries, respect for
others» (here, however, the question arises as to why mutual respect is not mentioned); «l do not
believe in the ability of Igbt culture to benefit the broad mass of adolescents»; «There are many foreign
authors who write about this, | do not believe that Ukrainian authors should cover this topic»; «It should
not be presented, because it affects children and adolescents. Anyone who wants to find books on this
topic will find them»; «In my opinion, LGBTQ(IA+) people violate the traditional family code, and
therefore, covering this topic can be perceived as imposition. Given that adolescents are very
vulnerable, easily influenced by social beliefs and do not yet fully understand the value of life, | believe
that children should be introduced to such topics by their parents or family members»; «I have a negative
attitude towards Igbt people in any form, especially in contemporary literature.»

As we can see, there is a purely personal rejection; a stereotypical understanding of the «usefulness
of literature/art»; a misunderstanding of the role of cultural identification (the aforementioned function of
the book as a «mirror»); and the traditional accusation that the institution of the «traditional» family is
threatened.

The fifth question, «Which teenage books (Ukrainian and translated) from this segment do you
know?» was not mandatory, since one cannot demand that everyone know this or that segment of
literature. Thus, 113 respondents answered this question, 58 of whom indicated variants of the phrase
«l don’t know such books» as an answer to the question.

Others named mostly books by foreign authors (and we often see an inability to distinguish between
texts for adults and for adolescents, as the respondents obviously tried to remember at least something,
which once again refers to the need to fill the niche of books on relevant topics). Among them are the
following: Becky Albertalli’s «Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda» (available in Ukrainian bookstores,
but only in English), André Aciman’s «Call Me by Your Name» (Book Chef, 2021), Leigh Bardugo’s «Six
Crows» (Vivat, 2023), Kathleen Bjornstad (for adults, Old Lion Publishing House (hereinafter referred to
as OLP), 2019), Elizabeth Gilbert’s «The City of Girls» (OLP, 2020), Sally Green'’s trilogy «Half Wicked»,
«Half Wild», «Half Lost» (OLP, 2014-2016), Jeffrey Eugenides’ «The Middle Sex» (OLP, 2018), Nagata
Kabi’'s «My Lesbian Experience of Loneliness» (Vydavnytstvo, 2023), Travis John Klune’s «The House
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in the Cornflower Sea» (Book Chef, 2023), Jerold J. Kreisman, Hal Strauss «| Hate You, But Don’t Leave
Me» (nonfiction, Book Chef, 2023), Casey McQuiston «Red, White, and Royal Blue (Limited Edition)»
(Artbooks, 2023), Madeline Miller «Achilles’ Song» (English, Bloomsbury, 2012), Erin Morgenstern «The
Starless Sea» (Vivat, 2023), Marie-Aude Murail «Oh, Boy!» (Ukrainian-language edition, Ridna Mova,
2017), Caroline O’'Donoghue’s «Our Hidden Gifts» (OLP, 2023), Katie O’Neill’s «Princess + Princess:
Happily Ever After» (Ridna Mova, 2019), Alice Oseman’s «When the Heart Stops» / «Heartstopper»
(Publishing House, 4 volumes + 5th in pre-order, 2019-2023), books by Mark Oshiro and Rick Riordan
(in English), K.S. Pakat's «The Secret Ascent» (NK-Bohdan, 2023), Nora Sakavic’s cycle «All for the
Game» (2013-2014, in English, initially presented online), Adam Silvera’s «They Both Die at the End»
(Vivat is planning to publish it), Donna Tartt's «The Goldfinch» (for adults, KSD, 2016), Andreas
Steinhofel’'s «The Middle of the World» (VSL, 2016), Francesca Flores’ «The Witch and the Vampire»
(Laboratoria, 2023), and Hanya Yanagihara’s «A Little Life» (KM Books, 2017).

Among the Ukrainian publications, the following are mentioned: A. Achell (Anastasia Korostil) «The
Queen’s Blade. A Dance with Shadows» (Book Chef, 2023), Iryna Hrabovska’'s «Stars and Bones»
(Vivat, 2023), Matt Kaulitz’s «Empaths» (Kondor, 2023, originally published online), and Agatangel
Krymskyi’'s «Andrii Lahovskyi» (for adults, Vikhola, 2023), Larysa Denysenko’s «Maya and Her
Mothers» and «Children of Air Alarms» (both for children, Vydavnytstvo, 2017 and 2022), Zoia
Kazanzhy’s «Something Like Love» (OLP, 2017), Tetiana Stryzhevska’s (OLP, 2022), Dar’ia Chaika’s
«Almost Good Guys» (announcement, Vydavnytstvo).

In total, the respondents named books by 27 foreign and 8 Ukrainian authors, and there is no
distinction between books by age category (they named what they knew from the niche in general),
published in Ukrainian and English.

Based on conversations with researchers of children’s literature (for example, representatives of the
BaraBooka team [1]), representatives of publishing houses, including Vivat, Old Lion Publishing House
(by the way, this publishing house won the Chytomo Award in 2023 in the category «Trendsetter of the
Publishing Market» [5], so we have reason to be guided by the trends it introduces), «Laboratoria», as
well as our own professional and reading experience, we can add to the list of works for teenagers that
somehow cover the topic of queer culture. These are the following books: Leah Aguirre and Geraldine
O’Sullivan’s «A Girl’s Guide to Relationships, Sexuality, and Consent» (nonfiction, Morfeus, 2023), Xiran
Jay Zhao's «The Iron Widow» (Vivat, 2023), Sarah Maas’s «The Court of Thorns and Roses», «The
Court of Darkness and Anger», «The Court of Frost and Starlight», «The Court of Wings and Ruiny,
«The Court of Silver Flames» (Vivat, 2023); Jules Marot’s «Blue is a Warm Color» (Vydavnytstvo, 2023),
Jandy Nelson’s «I Will Give You the Sun» (Vivat, 2018), Sonora Reyes’ «The Lesbian’s Handbook for
Catholic School» (Vydavnytstvo, announcement).

It is worth noting that one can read about books for adults that address the topic of queer culture, for
example, in the materials of Oleksandra Horchynska [3] or Hanna Uliura [14].

In the context of what is being read on the topic, it is also interesting to trace the presence/absence
of mentions of queer culture in the annotations of books related to the topic under consideration. In
terms of genres, these are science fiction, fantasy, and realistic prose.

So, in fantasy and science fiction, both translated and Ukrainian works, we have the following options:

1. Lack of mentions (for the most part). For example, the Courts series by Sarah J. Maas from Vivat;
The Iron Widow by Xiran Jay Zhao (although the cover mentions that the Chinese writer is a non-binary
person); Stars and Bones by Iryna Grabovska, etc.

2. Indirect mentions. For example, Caroline O’'Donoghue’s «Our Hidden Gifts»: «In her debut novel
for adolescents, Irish writer Caroline O’Donoghue tackles sensitive topics: friendship, first love, search
and accepting oneself, gender, homophobia — and spices it all up with a handful of Irish magic» (Lviv:
OLP, 2023, 464 p.). Or «The Witch and the Vampire» by Francesca Flores: «...a dark fantasy in which
queer culture, intertwined with the plot of the «Rapunzel” fairy tale, opens up a magical world that hides
much more than the usual “and they lived happily ever after”» (Kyiv: Laboratoria, 2023, 296 p.)

In realistic prose, we have:

1. The absence of mentions. For example, «Call Me by Your Name» by André Aciman (Kyiv: Book
Chef, 2021, 352 p.)

2. Indirect mentions. For example, «The Middle of the World» by Andreas Steinhdfel: «Seventeen-
year-old Phil is trying to find his place in a whirlwind of human strangeness. He is looking for
understanding with his eccentric mother and reclusive twin sister, dreams of finding out at least
something about his father, falls in love with a new mysterious classmate...» (Lviv: OLP, 2016, 432 p.).

3. Direct mentions. «Almost Good Guys» by Dar’ia Chaika: «Kim is gay, and the whole school found
out when his personal correspondence was leaked online. And | am his former best friend. After the
summer vacation, we returned to school, where rumors and gossip constantly haunt us, and the hatred
of some students for Kim sometimes goes beyond the limits» (Kyiv: Vydavnytstvo, announcement) [15].

4. Disquised/metaphorical/allusive mentions. For example, «I Will Give You the Sun» by Jandy
Nelson: «Twins Jude and Noah are very close, equally have a fine appreciation of the beauty of the
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world around them, there is an almost telepathic connection between them. At the same time, they are
very different: the sister is a sociable, active and popular long-haired beauty, and the brother is a strange
young artist immersed in creativity» (Kharkiv: Vivat, 2018, 384 p.). It should be noted that we learn
almost immediately that one of the twins, Noah, is gay. Or «The Terminator Line» by Tetiana
Stryzhevska: «...He has to learn to start his life all over again and find new friends, even if they are two
oddities from the class» (Lviv: OLP, 2022, 416 p.). And then Marina (one of the «two oddities») on first
acquaintance with Boris Makarov, the main character, declares to him that she is a lesbian. Or «Red,
White and Royal Blue (Limited Edition)», Casey McQuiston: The only way to prevent an international
scandal is to pretend that Alex and Henry really are best friends. However, what started as a staging
eventually turns into something much bigger and riskier» (Kyiv: Artbuks, 2023, 544 p.).

The sixth question concerned the genre selection of books (see Fig. 2), here the respondents could
choose several options.

Realistic prose I 3 (43, 4%)

Science fiction, fantasy 56 (38.6%)
Mon-fiction
Adventure
Detectives
Thrillers, horror
Comics, graphic novels
Biographies
Poetry|

a9 (26,9%)
42 (29%)

61 (42,1%)
34 (23.4%)

18 (12.4%)
26 (17.9%)
27 (18,6%)

Figure 2. Genre classification

Some respondents chose the «other» option, but certain data can be combined, as it contains several
items from the offered list. So the final distribution in descending order of popularity will look like this:

1) realistic prose — 68 respondents (46.9%);

2) detectives — 67 (46.2%);

3) science fiction, fantasy — 61 (42.1%);

4) non-fiction — 47 (32.4%);

5) adventures — 45 (31.0%);

6) thrillers, horror — 39 (26.9%);

7) biographies — 30 (20.7%);

8) poetry — 27 (18.6%);

9) comics, graphic novels — 19 (13.1%).

As we can see, the top 3 include realistic prose, detective stories, science fiction, and fantasy. This
correlates with the data from the Ukrainian Book Institute’s reading survey: «In secondary school,
children begin to get to know the genres better: along with books for children (31%), they read science
fiction and fantasy (32%) and books for adolescents (39%). [...] older school children continue to read
science fiction and fantasy (38%), discover classics (22%) and the detective genre (21%)» [13]. The
genres of «science fiction, fantasy» and «realistic prose» are of particular importance for the topic we
have identified, because these are the genres that represent the topic (we are talking about both foreign
and Ukrainian authors).

The seventh question concerned the prospects for buying books in this segment (see Fig. 3).
It included 14 answer options and the «other» option.

Since readers pay attention primarily to the cover and blurb when choosing a book, we assumed that
an interesting blurb that promises an interesting story would be the driving force behind the purchase.
This assumption proved to be true.

51% of respondents chose the option «if | am interested in the blurb».

13.1% will buy a book that addresses the LGBTQ(IA+) community, among other topics, if it is a book
in their favorite genre.

8% — if a friend or other significant person recommends the story.

7% — if the advertising/promotional campaign is fascinating/intriguing.

5% —if it's a story by a favorite author.

4% — only an e-book or audiobook, because they prefer these formats.

3% — if the story is recommended by a favorite blogger/influencer.

0.7% — if the book is published by a favorite publishing house.
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Let's imagine that Ukrainian bookstores (physical and online) have books
for teenagers by Ukrainian authors that, among other topics, also address
the LGBTQ(IA+) community (including homophobia). What will you do?
Please choose ONE answer or fill in the «other» option.

@ il am interested in the blurb
@ ifitis a book in their favorite genre
if it's a story by a favorite author
if the book js published by a favorite
@ publishing house
if the advertising/promotional campaign
L is fasl:inaﬁngnn%guhg B
if @ friend or other significant person
* recommends the atu'%y
@ if the story is recommended by a favorite
bloggerinfiuencer
@ only an e-book or audiobook, because
they prefer these formats
(R 4

Figure 3. Prospects for purchasing books on the subject

Among those who chose the «other» option, 6.9% would buy: for other reasons, if the blurb is
interesting and the queer theme is not central, if the plot is interesting, if several factors of interest in the
book are combined, «to support raising awareness of such an important and acute social issue as the
LGBTQ(IA+) community.»

So, in one way or another, almost all respondents are ready to buy books that cover queer culture,
among other topics. In addition, two will read them in libraries, and one will read them if they can legally
download a free version.

4% of respondents will not buy or read such books under any circumstances. 2.1% will not buy or
read them because they are not part of the target audience (not adolescents).

IV. Conclusions

So the obtained results confirm all our assumptions. 96.6% of respondents believe that the topic of
the LGBTQ(IA+) community should be represented (including a balanced representation) in Ukrainian
teen literature. 3.4% of respondents believe that it should not be represented.

According to the key messages, the following groups can be distinguished from the category of
«should be represented» because it:1) promotes awareness of adolescents about the topic of the queer
community, overcoming prejudice and stigma; 2) helps to understand that the orientation of people
belonging to the queer community is a variant of the norm, and it is the norm that should be perceived
by all members of society; 3) promotes the development of a culture of tolerance, gender equality, self-
awareness, and self-acceptance by any member of society; 4) promotes cultural identification and
representation of adolescents belonging to the queer community; 5) makes it clear that literature should
cover all aspects of life; 6) is a reality for many adolescents; 7) because the niche needs to be filled.
The arguments that the topic «should not be represented» include personal rejection; stereotypical
understanding of the «usefulness of literature/art»; misunderstanding of the role of cultural identification;
and the traditional accusation of the threat to the institution of the «traditional» family.

Only 55 respondents were able to name some works from this segment by 27 foreign and 8 Ukrainian
authors, and there is no distinction between books by age categories.

On the Ukrainian book market, publications on the topic are represented by two genres: science
fiction, fantasy, and realistic prose. Annotations to publications containing elements of queer culture
rarely mention this. Indirect and disguised/metaphorical/allusive mentions dominate.

Almost all respondents are ready to buy books that cover the topic of queer culture, among other
topics. 4% of respondents would not buy or read such books under any circumstances.

It should also be noted that the Ukrainian book market is dominated by translated editions not only
because Ukrainian readers are interested in them, but also because the publication of such books is
«safer» in terms of acceptance by Ukrainians: it is legitimate because it was published abroad. It will be
more difficult for Ukrainian authors, provided they clearly position their work as a «queer history,»
because they will be accused of «destroying the traditional family and traditional values.» Nevertheless,
we need works by Ukrainian authors that deal with this topic, because only they can provide cultural
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identification for Ukrainian adolescents: a person can belong to the queer community (or not, support it

or not, but know about it) and rely on fundamental human, national, and patriotic values.

In addition, we believe that the best way for Ukrainian authors and publishers (to avoid being
targeted) an optimal way to present the topic of the LGBTQ(IA+) community in books for Ukrainian
adolescents would be to present it through well-written and published interesting/important stories in
which characters belonging to the queer community act on an equal level with all other characters and
this is justified and the norm. First of all, such characters are people with certain virtues and vices, they
proclaim certain values, fulfill certain social roles in the family, in the country and in the world, follow the
laws of the state (or violate them like anyone else) and ethical norms, etc, and sexual orientation and/or
gender identity is a private matter, so it is up to everyone to decide whether to disclose it or not, to
demonstrate it or not, and — unequivocally and undoubtedly — no one can be discriminated against or
stigmatized because of it.
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Puxko O. M. Tema KBip-CninbHOTU Y NiANITKOBUX KHUXKKaX: YKpPaiHCbLKUNA AUCKYPC

Mema OJdocnidxeHHs1 — 3’sicysamu cneuyucbiky cnputiHamms memu JIFTBTK(IA+)-cninsHomu 'y
KHUWXKax Ons yKpalHCbKUX nidnimkie.

Memodonoeiss docnidxeHHsi. [Jna susienieHHs OyMKU pecrioHO0eHmi8 w000 OKpecrieHoi memu,
8uUKopucmaHo onumyeaHHs. byno cchopmynbo8aHO HU3KY npunyuw,eHb. 3okpema: 1) maka nimepamypa
by0de binbw uikasa mMosi0di; 2) pecrnoHOeHMuU 8gaxamumymb, WO Usi mema mae 6ymu ripedcmasrieHa
y nidnimkoeiti iimepamypi, 60 ceim 3azanom i yKpaiHCbKe Cycrninibcmeo 30Kpema — bazamoepaHHi U
Pi3HOMaHImHI, Mox uye HopMmaribHO — 4Yymu &ci 2osiocu; 3) 3a YumaubKy yeazy 3mMazamumMembCs
pearsnicmu4Ha npo3a ma xaHposi 8udaHHs; 4) maki KHUXKU MamuMymb ronum, sSKWo Umumembscsi
nepedycim npo uikasy icmopiro. BidnogidHo 3aedaHHsIM cmaria rnepesipka uux npunyujeHs. Buxodsyu
3 UYb020, MU cm8opusu aHKkemy Ha 7 3anumaHb: 2 giOkpumux i 5 3 eapiaHmamu gidrnosideli (+ onuis
«iHWwe»). OnumysaHHs «[1idnimKosi KHUXKU Ha eaxrusy memy» rpogodunocsi 10—13 nucmonada
2023 poky memodom «CHXXKU» 3a donnomozoro google-forms. byno onumaHo 145 pecrnoHdeHmis. [nsa
06pobku ompumaHoOi iHbopmauii sukopucmaHo Memodu y3azalbHEHHSI ma aHanisy iHgopmauir:
cucmemMamusauisi, 2pyryeaHHs, SIKICHI (aHarnisa mekcmy, knacucgikauis) ma KinbkicHi (Uugbposi OaHi)
memoOuKu iHmepripemauii daHux. [pedcmaesrneHHs1 pe3yrnbmamie ModaHo K PO320PHEHUU Cr108eCHUL
onuc.

Pe3ynbmamu. 3’sicosaHo, Wo repegaxHa binbwicme pecrioH0eHmie — ue Moriodb, WO MeWKae y
genukux Mmicmax. 96,6% onumaHux eeaxarmb, mema JITBTK(IA+)-cninbHomu mae 6ymu
npedcmasrneHa (y m. 4. npedcmasrsieHa 3banaHco8aHO) 8 yKpaiHchkilt nidnimkosil nimepamypi. 3,4%
onumaHux geaxkaroms, W0 He Mae 6ymu npedcmassieHa. BidrnosiOHO 00 KroHo8UX MecedxKie, MOXHa
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gudinumu maki epynu 3 kameezopii «mae b6ymu npedcmasneHa», 6o ue: 1) cnpuse obizHaHOcmi
niénimkie wWodo memu Keip-cninbHomu, nodonaHHw ynepedxeHb i cmueMmamusauii; 2) doromazae
3po3yMimu, Wo opieHmauis ocib, wo exodsime 00 Keip-criflbHomu, — ue eapiaHm HopMu, i came siK
HopMmy Ii maromb cripuiMmamu yci npedcmasHuKku couiymy; 3) 3abesrnedyye po3eUMOK Kyrnbmypu
monepaHmMHocmi, 2eHAepHOI pisHocmi, yceidomneHHs i npuliHamms cebe 6ydb-KumM npedcmagHUKOM
couiymy; 4) cnpusie KynbmypHil ideHmudgbikauii i penpeseHmauii nidnimkie, wo Hanexamb 00 Ksip-
cninibHomu; 5) dae po3yMiHHS, WO flimepamypa Mae OXOorIH8amu 8ci acrekmu xummsi; 6) peasibHicmb
015 baezambox nidnimkis; 7) 60 Hiwa nompebye Haro8HeHHs. ApayMeHmamu moeo, W0 mema «He Mae
bymu npedcmasneHa», € 0cobucmicHe HecrnpulHIMMSs, CMEePeomurHe PO3YMIHHSI «KOPUCHOCMI
nimepamypu/mucmeuymea»; HePO3yMIHHST posli KynbmypHOI ideHmucdbikayii; i mpaduyiGHull 3akud
3azpoxxeHocmi iHcmumymy «mpaduuitHoi» cim’T.,

Jluwe 55 pecrioHOeHmMig 3Moanu Hazgamu OKpeMi meopu i3 3a3HayeHo20 ceameHmy 27 3apybixKHUX
i 8 yKkpalHCbkux asmopig, npuyoMy crocmepiecacmbCsl HEPO3PISHEHHS KHUXOK 3a 8iKogUMU
Kameeopismu. Ha ykpaiHCbKOMY KHUXKOBOMY PUHKY 8UOaHHS Ha OKpecrieHy memy rnpedcmasreHi
0soma XaHpamu — ¢haHmacmuka i gpeHmesi ma peasnicmuyHa rpo3a. B aHomauissx 0o eudaHb, Wo
micmambe enemMeHmu Kgip-Kynbmypu, pidko 32adyembcs npo ue. [omiHytoms ornocepedkosaHi ma
3amMackoBaHi/MeTahOpUYHI/antosivHi 3ragku.

KHWKKU, y SKUX, KpiM iHWUX meM, suceimrieHo memy Keip-Kyrnbmypu, 20moei Kynumu maulxe 8ci
pecrioHdeHmu. 3a x00HUX obcmaguH He KyrnyeamumMymb | He 4YumamuMymb maki KHUXKU 4%
onumadux. Takum YuHOM, ompuMaHi pesyrbmamu nidmeepdxxyome yCi Hawi MpunyueHHsI.

Takox cnid 3a3Ha4yumu, Wo Ha yKpaiHCbKOMY KHUXKO80MY PUHKY QOMIHYOMb riepeknadHi UOaHHS.
Kpim moeo, moxemo geaxxamu, Wo 051 yKpaiHCbKUX asmopie i sudasHuUume (abu He 3azHamu eelimy)
onmumarsnbHUM gapiaHmom npedcmasneHHss memu JIFETK(IA+)-cninbHomu y KHUXKax Ons yKpaiHCbKUX
nidnimkie 6yde nodaHHs ii Yyepe3 sKICHO HarnucaHi ma eudaHi Uikasi/aHaqdumi icmopii, y sKux eepoi, wo
Hanexamb 00 Keip-crinnbHomu, Oitomb HapieHI 3 yciMa IHWUMU NepcoHaxaMmu i ye € aunpagdaHum i €
HOPMO10.

HoeusHa. Lle nepwe Hiwese aydumopHe docridxeHHs cripuliHamms cneyudbiku npedcmaesrieHHs
memu JITETK(IA+)-cninbHOmMu y KHUXXKax Onis yKpaiHCbKUX ridnimkie.

lMpakmuy4yHe 3HauveHHs1. OO0epxaHi pe3ynbmamu MOXHa eukKopucmosyeamu y poueci
¢opmyeaHHs1 eudasHUYUX ropmaberiie yKpaiHCbKUX eudasHuUume; npoMouii YumaHHs;, eukradie
HagyarnbHux OucyurnsiH, roe’s3aHux i3 mnidimKo8or simepamypor, 30KpeMa asmopKka BHece
ompumaHi 0aHi y 3micm asmopcbKoe2o Kypcy «XydoxHiti mekcm 8id A do H» ma modynio «[lidnimkoea
nimepamypa» 0nsi cmydeHmig cneuianbHocmi 061 «)KypHanicmuka» (OF1 «BudasHuya cripasa i
mediapedacysaHHs1», «MedianpodiocysaHHs», «)KypHanicmuka i couianbHa KOMyHikauisi», «Peknama i
38’A3KU 3 2pomMadcbKicmion).

Knroqoei cnoea: JINETK(IA+), kgip-cninnbHOMa, Keip-icmopisi, Keip-Kynbmypa, YumatHsi, nidnimkosa
nimepamypa.

Ryzko O. Temat spotecznosci queer w ksigzkach dla nastolatkéw: dyskurs ukrainski

Celem badania jest poznanie specyfiki percepcji tematu spotecznosci LGBTQ(IA+) w ksigzkach dla
ukrainskiej mtodziezy.

Metodologia badania. W celu poznania opinii respondentéw na wymieniony temat wykorzystano
metode sondazu. Sformutowano szereq przypuszczen, w szczegoélnosci: 1) taka literatura bedzie
ciekawsza dla mfodziezy; 2) respondenci bedg uwazac, ze ten temat powinien zostac¢ zaprezentowany
w literaturze mtodziezowej, poniewaz Swiat w ogole, a spoteczenstwo ukrainskie w szczegdlnosci jest
wieloaspektowe i r6znorodne, zatem normalne jest, ze stychac wszystkie gtosy; 3) o uwage czytelnikow
beda walczyc realistyczne publikacje prozatorskie i gatunkowe; 4) ksigzki takie bedg zapotrzebowane,
jesli bedzie chodzito przede wszystkim o ciekawg historie. W zwigzku z tym niniejszym zadaniem byta
weryfikacja tych przypuszczen. Na tej podstawie stworzyliSmy ankiete sktadajgcg sie z 7 pytan: 2
otwarte i 5 z wieloma odpowiedziami (+ opcja «inne»). Sondaz pod nazwg «Ksigzki dla nastolatkéw na
wazny temat» zostat przeprowadzony w dniach 10—13 listopada 2023 r. za pomocg metody «kula
Sniezna» z wykorzystaniem formularzy Google. Przepytano 145 respondentéw. Do przetwarzania
ofrzymanych informacji zastosowano metode uogélnienia oraz analizy informacji: systematyzacja,
grupowanie, jakoSciowe (analiza tekstu, klasyfikacja), a takze iloSciowe (dane cyfrowe) metody
interpretacji danych. Przedstawienie wynikéw ma forme szczegétowego opisu stownego.

Wyniki. Ujawniono, ze zdecydowang wiekszo$¢ respondentéw stanowig mtodzi ludzie mieszkajgcy
w duzych miastach. 96,6% respondentéw uwaza, ze temat spotecznosci LGBTQ(IA+) powinien byc¢
prezentowany (w tym przedstawiany w sposob zrdwnowazony) w ukrainskiej literaturze mtodziezowey.
3,4% respondentéw uwaza, ze nie nalezy go przedstawiac. Zgodnie z kluczowymi przestaniami,
Z kategorii «warto przedstawiaé», mozna wyrdzni¢ nastepujgce grupy, poniewaz: 1) promuje to
Swiadomos¢ nastolatkow na temat spotecznosci queer, przezwyciezanie uprzedzeni i stygmatyzacji;
2) pomaga zrozumiec, ze orientacja 0s6b nalezgcych do spoteczno$ci queer jest odmiang normy i
wiadnie jako norme powinni jg postrzegac wszyscy przedstawiciele spoteczenistwa; 3) zapewnia to
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rozwdj kultury tolerancji, rowno$ci pfci, Swiadomosci i akceptacji siebie jako przedstawiciela
spofeczernistwa w jakiejkolwiek postaci; 4) sprzyja identyfikacji kulturowej i reprezentacji nastolatkow
nalezgcych do spotecznosci queer; 5) daje rozumienie tego, Ze literatura powinna obejmowac wszystkie
aspekty zycia; 6) jest to rzeczywistoscig wielu nastolatkéw; 7) nisza wymaga wypetnienia. Argumentami,
ze tematu «nie nalezy przedstawiaé» sg zastrzezenia osobiste; stereotypowe rozumienie
«przydatno$ci literatury/sztuki»; niezrozumienie roli identyfikacji kulturowej; oraz tradycyjny zarzut
zagrozenia dla instytucji «tradycyjnej» rodziny.

Tylko 55 respondentéw byli w stanie wymieni¢ poszczegdlne dzieta z okre$lonego segmentu
autorstwa 27 autoréw zagranicznych i 8 autorow ukrainskich, brak jest takze rozréznienia ksigzek
wedtug kategorii wiekowych. Na ukrainskim rynku wydawniczym publikacje o okreslonej tematyce
prezentowane sg w dwoch gatunkach — fantastyka i fantasy oraz proza realistyczna. Adnotacje do
publikacji zawierajgcych elementy kultury queer rzadko o tym wspominajg. Dominujg wzmianki
posrednie i zakamuflowane/metaforyczne/aluzyjne wzmianki.

Prawie wszyscy respondenci sg gotowi kupi¢ ksigzki, ktére oprécz innych tematéw poruszajg
tematyke kultury queer. 4% respondentow w zadnym wypadku nie kupi ani nie przeczyta takich ksigzek.
Uzyskane wyniki potwierdzajg zatem wszystkie nasze przypuszczenia.

Nalezy rowniez zauwazy¢, ze na ukrainskim rynku wydawniczym dominujg publikacje ttumaczone.
Ponadto mozemy uznac, ze dla ukrainskich autoréw i wydawnictw (aby nie narazac¢ sie na hejt)
optymalng opcjg przedstawienia tematu spotecznosci LGBTQ(IA+) w ksigzkach dla ukrainskich
nastolatkéw bytoby przedstawienie go poprzez jakosciowo napisane i opublikowane ciekawe/znaczgce
historie, w ktérych bohaterowie nalezgcy do spotecznoS$ci queer zachowujg sie na rowni ze wszystkimi
innymi postaciami i jest to uzasadnione i norma.

Nowosé. Jest to pierwsze niszowe audytoryjne badanie dotyczgce postrzegania specyfiki
przedstawienia tematu spotecznosci LGBTQ(IA+) w ksigzkach dla ukraifiskiej mtodziezy.

Znaczenie praktyczne. Uzyskane wyniki mogg by¢ wykorzystane w procesie formowania portfeli
wydawniczych ukrainskich wydawnictw; promocji czytania; prezentacji dyscyplin naukowych
zwigzanych z literaturg mtodziezowg, w szczegdlnosci autorka uwzgledni uzyskane dane w tre$ciach
autorskiego kursu «Tekst artystyczny od A do Z» oraz modutu «Literatura mtodziezowa» dla studentéw
specjalnosci 061 «Dziennikarstwo» (Program Edukacyjny « Wydawnictwo i edycja medidw», «Produkcja
medialna», «Dziennikarstwo i komunikacja spoteczna», «Reklama i public relations»).

Stowa kluczowe: LGBTQ(IA+), spotecznosc¢ queer, kultura queer, czytanie, literatura mfodziezowa.
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